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Hos o 827 a mind to ſee 
the Doctrine of Lay-Baptiſm fairly 
ſtated, examined and confuted, may read what 
Mr. Laurence has written expreſsl = this 
Subject in his Lay-Baptiſin 1 which has 
had ſeveral Editions. He ſhewed his firm Be- 
lief of what he wrote upon. this Subject by his 
Practice, for he and his Children were Baptized, 
(not by the Hypothetick Form) in a publick 
Church in Londen, before a great Congregation, 
although they, all of them, had Presbyterian 

Sprinkling in their Infancy, | | 
And what Mr. Campbell has ſaid of it in the 
Preface to his Book on the Middle-State, page 


X11, X111, xiv. 
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A LETTER to the moſt 
Reverend, his Grace the Lord 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 


MY LORD, 


OUR Grace's Character of being 

| a knowing and learned Divine, of 
which you gave full Proof while 
you fat in the Divinity-Chair at Ox- 


ford, and the high Station in which you are 


now deſervedly placed, makes me preſume to 
beg your Grace's Solution of ſome Dithculties 
which occur not only to myſelf, but alſo to a 
great many more, who are true Sons of the 
Church of England, as reformed from Popery, 
concerning Lay-Baptiſin, and the Baptiſins per- 
formed by ſuch who never had Epr/copal- Bap- 
t1/m nor Ordination. RE: 

Wenk I the only Perſon who is puſled 
with theſe Difficulties, I would not preſume to 
repreſent them to your Grace in this publick 
way ; I would in that Caſe, have endeavour'd. 
to ſatisfy my ſelf, in the beſt manner I could, 
without giving your Grace the trouble of this 


Matter, B Bu TP 


(2) 
Bur when I found that ſeveral Learned 
Divines of. the Church of England, Doctors 
in Divinity, Prieſts and Deacons, and even 
Biſhops themſelves, have of late Years, Preach- 
ed, Written, and publickly Taught and De- 
fended the Validity of Lay-Baptiſm, and of 
ſuch Baptiſins as are performed by Teachers, 
who never had Ep:/copat Ordination nor Bap- 
tiſin: And as a Conſequence of this, ſeveral 
have been Ordained Prieſts, who may hereafter 
come to be Biſhops of the Church of England, 
who have had no other Baptiſin but ſuch as 
theſe; I thought it high time, humbly to 
propoſe to your Grace, the Difficulties which 
occur to us upon theſe Principles, and this 
Practice. 

Tr1s I propoſe to do, by humbly offering 
to your Grace ſome Queries, the Anſwers. to 
which, from one of your Grace's Learning, 
Judgment, Penetration, Candor, and high Sta- 
tion in the Chureh, will very much help to 
clear this Subject in it ſelf; and we hope alſo 
to remove the Scruples about it, which ariſe 
from the above-mentioned Principles and Prac- 
tice, | 

THE QUERIES are, 

I, WHETHER is Lay-Baptiſin Valid? 

2. WHETHER are the Baptiſins of ſuch 

who never had Epiſcopal-Ordination Lay- 
 Bafptiſms? . | | 
3. WHETHER is the Commiſſion given by 
Jesvs CHRIST, Sr Math. xxviii. 19, 20. Go 
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(3) 

ye therefore ua bu je e, make Diſciples of all 
Nations, BarrtiGonTes eurovs, baptiging them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt, given to His Apoſtles, and to 
thoſe who ſhould be Ordained by them to the 
end of the World; or to the Apoſtles, and to 
all who ſhould believe in him. 

4. Ir CHRIST gave it only to His Apoſtles 
and their Succeſſors, and not to All who ſhould 
believe in Him, how is Lay-Bapti/m Valid? 

For by this Text it appears, that the only 
inſtituted way of CH R1sT's appointment for 
making Diſciples to CHRIST, is by ſuch Bap- 
ti/m as He then gave power to His Apoſtles to 
Adminiſter by virtue of this His Comm/ſion. 
Which ſhews that it is of great Importance 
to the Chriſtian Church to have Bapri/m duly 
Adminiſtred according to CHRIST's Inſtitu- 
tion, not only as to the Matter and Form, but 

alſo as to the Adminiſtrator who is of the E 
fence of Baptiſin, and which here appears to be 
confined to His Apoſtles and their regular Suc- 
ceſſors, for with ſuch He promiſes to be al way, 
even to the end of the World. 

5. IF ſuch Baptiſins as are performed by 
thoſe who never had Epiſcopal Ordination be 
found to be Lay-Baptiſins; can Confirmation 
by a Biſtop make up the Defects, unleſs it be 
allowed, that a Non- entity may be Confirmed, 
and that Confirmation, as now in uſe here 1s a 
Sacrament, which in its own nature is equiva- 


lent to Water-Baptiſm; which if it were, how 
B 2 then 


SIE: C2 
then can both be neceſſary to be adminiſtred 
to the ſame Perſon? _ 

CONFIRMATION ſuppoſes the Va- 
lidity of the Baptiſm which it confirms, be- 
ing the Completion of it, and 1 cannot 
ſupply or make up any eſſential Defecis. 

12 7 Dorn — Gul of England now, or 
did the always eſteem and declare the Baptiſins 
and other Adminiſtrations of either Foreign or 
domeſtick Divines, who never had Epi ſcopal. 
Baptiſm nor Ordination to be Valid? 

Ir ſhe does acknowledge the Adminiſtra- 
tions of ſuch, why does ſhe oblige all ſuch to 
be re- ordained by a Biſhop, before the acknow- 
Jedge them as Biſbops, Prieſts or Deacons, or- 
capable legally of the Cure of Souls, or of Li- 
wings in Exglard? 

Tur French-Proteſtants indeed complain 
heavily of this, yet rather than not be admitted 
to enjoy Livings, they comply with it. 

8. Ir the Conſecration of the holy Euchariſt 
be confined by CHRIST's Commiſſion to his A- 2 
poſtles, and their lawful, regular, Epiſcopal Suc- 4 
ceſſors, what Text is there in the New Te a- q 
ment, which allows of any other Baptiſin but 
ſuch as is adminiſtred by the fame Order and 
Succeſſion to which the Confecration of the 
LoRD's _ is committed by CuRIsT's 
Commiſſion + | 

9. Ir Lay-Bapti/m, or the Bapti/ms perform- 
ed by ſuch who never had Ep1/copal Ordination, 
be Valid, why is it not as lawful for ſuch fore 

Conſcientiæ, 


| (5) 
Conſcientiæ, to adminiſter the holy Euchariſt 
as Baptiſm? And if fo, what ſignifies Cy R1sT's 
Commiſſion to His Apoſtles, &c. or His Promiſe of 
being with them alway, even to the end of the 
World, in the due exerciſe of that His Commiſc 
ion; if any one that pleaſes, who profeſſes to 
believe in Him, may take upon him to Act, 
with as much fþiritual effect, without being 
cloathed with, and empowered by that Com- 
miſſion, as if he were truly an Apoſtle ? 

CALvin indeed did this, although as his 
Friend Beza acknowledges in his Life of Ca/- 
vin, prefixed to his Works, he never had any 
ſort of Ordination at all, neither Preſbyterian 
nor Epiſcopal; nor did I ever hear that he had 
ſufficient Vouchers, to prove that he was in- 
truſted with an extraordinary Commiſſion, there- 
fore I muſt look upon him as an Intruder. 

10. OR indeed what occaſion is there at 
this rate for Clergymen at all, if without that 
Commiſſion duly conveyed, all the divine Efes 
of it can be as well, as ſafely, and as certainly 
and effectually attained, as with it, or by it. 

AnD if Lay-men can thus va/idly adminiſter 
Sacraments, they may with leſs difficulty be. 
allowed to preach, | 

THI1s brings it to what I heard a Doctor of 
Divinity of the Church of England, famous: 
for Pride and Criticiſm, ſay, That Epiſco- 
ö pocy is indeed a very convenient Civil Inſtitu- 
7 tion, and very fit for England, but cannot juſtly 
claim any Divine Right ; and to prove this, he 
brought 
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| (6) 
brought an Inſtance. from the :Eoft-Indies, 
which he ſtrangely miſrepreſented, and the ac- 
count he gave of it, he certainly knew to be 
falſe, as I could eaſily and convincingly ſhew, 

were there occaſion 2 it. | 
11. How can this Doctrine of the Validity 
of Lay-Baptiſm, be cleared from being firſt 
eſtabliſhed and inſtituted by the Church of 
Rome, after ſhe became corrupt in Dactrine, 
Horſhip, &c. for ſhe holds (and from her we 
have it) that the Matter and Form, that is 
Water, and the Words of the Inſtitution, are fo 
abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation; that even 
innocent Infants cannot go to Heaven, without 
an application of them to them by Baptiſm ; 
and therefore alſo holds, that if the Thing is 
done, it matters not by whom it is performed : 
And if the People amongſt us who approve of 
Laz-Baptiſin, are not quite ſo ſevere to unbap- 
tiged Infants as are the Romanilts,yet they ſeem 
to have leſs reaſon to approve of Lay-Bapti/m 
than even the Papiſts, if they are not. 

Ir the caſe of Neceſſity be urged or inſiſted 
upon, I aſk 

12. WHA is truly and properly a Caſe of 
Necęſſity? * 

13. WHETHER can any Caſe be ſo much 
and ſo truly a Caſe of Necęſſity, particularly in 
that of Baptiſin, as to make it lawful to forge 
CuRisSr's Letters-Patent, to Uſurp upon His 
Commiſſion, or to apply it to any other but ſuch 


to whom He gave it. 
| AND 


 effettual. 


(7) . 
Axp if the Popiſh Reaſons, ùpon which 


they found Lay-Bapti/m in Caſes, which they 


call Caſes of Neceſſity, hold good, why may not 


ſuch Cafes, entitle Lay-men to a—_— the 


OY Supper alſo ? 
. Can ſuch an Uſrpationupon CHRIST'S 


N Commiſſen and Authority either claim expect or 
bave the fame ſpiritual Effects by Covenant, 
as hath His true Commifgen rightly, truly, and 


duly conveyed and executed according to His Iz- 


yin on ? 


. Is there no material Difference between 
the Baptiſms performed by a Schiſmatic in a 
Caſe believed to be a Caſe of Neceſſity, who was 
Ordained by a lawful Biſhop, and that of a Schiſ- 


. matick who never bad Ep:/copal Ordination? 


16.GRANTING then, that ſomePerſons in the 
rimitive times, who had been baptized by one 
who had Epi/c opal Ordination, though a Schiſs 
matick, were received into the Church by the Im- 


poſition of a Biſhop's Hands, will this prove that 
the Bapti/ms performed by Schi/maticks who 
never had the Power or Faculty of baptizing con- 


ferred upon them, who never were admitted 


into Holy Orders by a Bi/hep; and who deny the 


Order of Eprſcopacy- as finful, as beretical, as 


an Uſurpation, and who oppoſe it with all their 


Might by Preaching, by Writing, by Perſecu- 
tion, and ſometimes by Excommunication, and 


ſometimes alſo by F ighting, are /awful and 


17. ARE 


fi 
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17. ARE thoſe who are thus baptized by 
ſuch Anti- Epiſcopal Schifmaticks, Members of 
CuRisT's Church, by the Baptiſm of Cu x1sT's 
nſtitution? Are they fate ? Have they as good a 
Right and Title to the Privileges of Church- 
Memberſhip in the Covenant, as they who have 
been baptized by fuch Miniſters who have en- 
tered in at the Door, into the Sheepfold by 
 Cux1sT's Commiſſion ? St. Fohn x. 1, 2. Heb, 
4 7 ths 5 
18. Upon what Principle can he who ſays 
' that Lay-Baptiſm is valid, upon a Caſe of Ne- 
- ceſſity, ſay that it is valid, if there be no ſuch 
Caſe of Neceffity? ß 3; 
109. WHETHER 1s the aniwver/al Practice of 
the whole Carholick Church, during the pureſt 
Ages of it, or a much more Modern Doctrine 
and Practice, which owes its Eſtabliſhment 
and Inſtitution to proper corrupt Popery to be 
Preferred? fu 
20. WHETHER is the Doctrine of Lay- 
Baptiſin conſiſtent with, and agreeable to the 
noble Standard of the Church of England's 
Reformgtion from 2 ? . 
21. ARE the Deſtinations, Appropriations or 
Dedications to the Miniſtry, by any ſort or ſet of 
Lay: men, or of ſuch who never had Epr/copal | 
Ordination themſelves, a ſufficient Call to the 
Evangelical Miniſtry, however ſolemnly they 
may be dedicated thereto by ſuch, and how- 
ever learned, moral or otherwiſe qualified they 
may be, without an extraordinary 9 
| Wel 


(9) 


well vonched by Miracles, which can abide 
the Teſt, and can bear a ſtrict Examination 
and Scrutiny? 1 St. Fobn xi. 18, 19. 2 St. 
Jobn ix. Heb. v. 4. N 

Ir has been objected by ſome, who although 
they allow of a certain Sort of a Preference 
to Epiſcopacy, yet that a Divine Command is 
not ſufficient to bind ad ſemper, unleſs Gop 
alſo declare that it is His Will that it ſhould 
be continued for ever. 

To this I think the Anſwer is eaſy, for if 
this Rule were to take place, the Objeftors may 
free themſelves from the Obligation of obeying 
all the Laws and Inſtitutions of the GospeL 
which are not enjoyned with an expreſs Divine 
Declaration of their being of perpetual Obliga- 
tion, Baptiſm and the LoRD's Supper not ex- 
cepted. And I cannot help ſaying that this is 
too near of kin to Socinianiſin. 

A QyAk ER who underſtood Greek, once 
found me reading in a Greek New Teſtament 
St. Jobn xi. he ed me what I was reading. 
And I put the Book into his hands, and he 
read ver. 24. where Martha ſaid to CHRIST, 
T know that he [Lazarus] ſhall riſe again in the 
Reſurrection at the laſt Day. Upon which he 
ſaid, juſt fo thee art apt to miſtake in what 
thee calleſt the Inſtitution of Baptiſm, which 
CHRIST meant only to take place until. His 
Reſurrection, whereas thy People fancy that it 
ought to continue in Practice until the laſt 


Day. The Application is eaſy. 
C 


22. ARE 
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$2, ARE the Qrdinations of meer Presby- 
Fers, though Epiſcopally Ordained themſelves, 
ſufficient to entitle any Men to act as Presby- 
ters, in the Church of CHRIST without a 
Biſhop ;' ſince they received no ſuch ' Power 
from the 4; who Ordained them; and 
that they can have no ſuch Power, unleſs it 
were given them by their Ordainers; and that 
no Biſbops ever pretended to have ſuch a Power, 
as to give it to any without a B/hop ? more eſ- 
pecially if ſuch Presbyters do ſolemnly re- 
nounce Epiſcopacy as finful, and in it ſelf dam- 
nable, as not only having no foundation in 
Scripture, but alſo as being contrary to it, and 
as being Popiſb. 

23. May not Hypothetick Baptiſm,when ad- 
miniſtred by a lawful Epiſcopal Minifler, who is 
no Schiſinaticꝶ himſelf, and followed by the 
Impoſition of the Hands of a true Catholick 
Biſhop, be a proper Expedient to prevent Diſ- 
putes, Scruples and Objections, as well as Un- 
eaſineſs of Conſcience upM Reflection, or 
on a Death-Bed, rather than Confirmation a- 
lone, eſpecially if the 5th Query be duly con- 
ſidered? 

24. Dots Ordination even by a lawful Bi- 
ſhop, make up the Defecis of Lav-Baptiſm ? or 
make them who are Ordained Members of 
CngisT's Church in the way of His Appoint- 
ment? Are they fit then to adminiſter Bap- 
tiſm and CuRIST's Supper to others, who have 
not been baptized themſelves according to 

SOLES: CHRIST'S 


(11) 
_ Churist's Tyftitution ? Are they fit to Initiate 
others into Cy R1sT's Church, who were never 
duly Initiated themſelves? 

25. Ueon what other Principle than that 
of the Validity of Lay-Bapti/m,can ſuch Men, 
though ſo Ordained, adminiſter Sacraments ? 

26. By what Rule then of Scripture or An= 
fiquity does a Biſhop take upon him to Ordain 
ſuch? To the great Diſparagement of Epiſco- 
pacy, and Encouragement of all the Sez?s who 
are againſt it, which are thus hardened in their 
Error, and aſſiſted to pull down, as they for- 
merly did, that very Ep:/copal Church, of which 
they are Biſhop „ and which they are ſolemnly 
bound and oblged to ſupport, both in Con- 
ſcience and Honour, not y mention Intereſt, 

Ir the Unchriſtianing (as ſome call it) of 
Taſk. Proteſtant Church ms be. ohe, 
Ia | 

. WH* THER is Gop to blame for giving 
us a * from the Obſervation of which this 
may be inferred, or we, for not walking by 
Gop's Rule, be the Conſequences what they 
will, for «who can ſay unto God, What doeit Thou? 

Azz Gop's Laws to be broken to humour 
the Caprice of Men, eſpecially ſuch Men who 
may have Epiſcopal Ordination amongſt them, 
if they have a mind, but chuſe not to have it. 

Bur leaving theſe Men to Gop's uncove- 


nanted Mercies: 
28. Is it not evidently ſinful and monſtrous, 


and without any Apology to. be made for it, 
C 2 to 


(12) 
to neglect lawful Baptiſm, when eafily to be 
had? . Is not this to condemn Gop for giving 
the Rule, and preferring their own ill-founded 
Sentiments to Gor's Inſtitution : opening a 
Door for Popery, Infidelity and Scepticiſm, can 
this be honeſtly called Charity or Moderation? 

29. Can the Baptiſm adminiſtred by a law- 
ful Epiſcopal Miniſter, to one who had only 
Lay-ſprinkling before, be properly called Re- 
baptization upon any other Principle, but that 
of the Validity of Lay-Baptiſm? 

30. OR can the Ule of the Hypothetick Form 
be honeſtly called Re-baprization, even if the 
Perſon to whom it is adminiſtred, had been 
rightly baptized ab habente poteſtatem, while 
there ariſeth or remains any Scruple or Doubt 
about the Lawfulneſs of what was performed 
before, or of the Fact? 

31, Can an Invalid Baptiſm Initiate any one 
into the true Catholic Church, fince it doth 
not initiate into any one ſound Branch of the 
Catholick Church ? For as a very learned Di- 
vine of the Church of England faith in anſwer 
to a Book written by a D!ſſenter, . De 
«© ought to remember, that Baptiſin is the Ini- 
e tiation or Admiſſion into the Church : And 
« would willingly know, how a Man can 
«© be a Member of the v/ible Church, and yet 
«© be joined to no part of it? Can a Member 
ce be joined to the Body all over, and to no 
« fart of it ? Or can a Member be joined to 
the Body any other way than by being joined 
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(13) 
« to ſome part of it? Can the Foot be joined 
© to the Body without being joined to the 
« Leg? Or indeed can it be joined to the Body 
ce any other way but by being joined to the 
« Leg? And thus in the Church or Body 
« of CHRIST, Chriſtians are united to it by 
te being Members of ſome particular Church 
ce or part of it. For how can they be joined 
« to it, who adhere to no part of it?“ 

IT is eaſy then to ſee who Unchurches ſuch 
People, whether it is themſelves, who are not, 
and will not be initiated according to Cy RIsT's 
Inſtitution, and the agreeing Practice of the 
Catholick Cburch; or they who give them fair 
Warning of their Danger, for not being thus 
initiated into the Church. | 

By the way, I find that ſome of the Preſs 
byterian Diſſenting Teachers (particular ly one 
Hadfield in his late Ordination-Sermon, which 
is full of Blunders and Perverſions) who endea- 
vour to perſwade their Diſciples that Biſhop and 
Preſbyter are the fame, do refer to Sir Peter 
King's Book, intitled An Inquiry into the Con- 


ftutution, Diſcipline, Unity and Worſhip of the 


Primitive Church, &c. firſt printed at London 
1691,as a full Proof of the Equality of theOrder 
of Biſhop and Preſbyter; but he is fo very un- 
fair, that he takes no notice at all of a full and 
modeſt, but ſtrong Anſwer to Sir Peter's Book, 
by a very learned and judicious Divine of the 
Church of England, entitled, An Original 
Draught of the Primitiue Church, &c, London 


I717. 
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1715. and which to my own certain Know- 
ledge Sit Peter ſaw and read in Manuſcript be- 
fore it was printed, and had it then in his 
power to hinder the Printing of it effectually 
if he pleaſed ; but ſo fair was he, that he then 
gave up his own Book, which had then juſt had 
a ſecond Edition, without aſking Sir Peter's 
Conſent, by one Bell a Diſſenting Bookſeller, 
thereunto moved by his Party, and Sir Peter 
returned the Manuſcript to the Author with 
Thanks, and defired it might be printed, for 
it had convinced him of his Miſtake. If ſuch 
Teachers dealt fairly and were honeſt, they 
ought firſt to confute this Original Draught, 
&c. before they pretend to refer to, or build 
upon, Sir Peter's Racovian Scheme, which he 
like a good Man, gave up upon Conviction: 
and which were it to . place, effectually 
deſtroys Preſbytovian Government; for if the 
_ Parifhes, Diſtricts, or, as they have 
been long called, Dioceſſes, were as large as Arch- 
biſhop Uſher has convincingly proved them to 
be,there is an End of the Independant Scheme : 
but if they were as ſmall in extent as Sir Peter's 
Book alledges, then there is an End of the 
Geneva Plan of Government, However the 
Preſbyterian Mother and the Independant 
Daughter agree againſt Epiſcopacy, as do all 
the other Sects amongſt us; although they are 
at Variance and often at War amongſt them- 
ſelves, each of them at times and by turns 


pretending to be the only true Chri/tians in the 
He whole 


(15) 
whole World, and the only Elect who are ca. 
pable of Salvation, excluſive of all others. 
THESE are they who muſt not be told that 
they are in a wrong way, for fcar of offending 
or unchurching them, which it ſeems is a mor- 
tal and unpardonable Sin, while the believing 
that ROE in of CHRIsT's Letters Patent 
to be lawful is eſteemed true Charity, and to 
prefer a Preſcription of about 200 Years and 
in a Corner, to one of full i goo Years through- 
out the whole Chr:i/tian Church, a Duty; but 
the ſofteſt Term I can give it, until better in- 
formed, is a great FaTatiTtyY. And if I 
knew but one ſingle Inſtance of a Man's re- 
linquithing an Error or Hereſy, by telling him 
that he is in a very ſafe way, without ſuch re- 
linquiſhing,I ſhould have the leſs to ſay againſt 
this ſort of ſtrange and unaccountable Charity, 
of which ſo many ſeem to be ſo fond. 
AFTER due Conſideration had of the fore- 
going Queries, and taking things at the very 
loweſt. | | 
SINCE we are commanded t give Diligence 
to make our Calling and Election jure, 2 St. Pet. 
i. 10. And that many do believe Lay-Baptiſm 
not to be Valid, and that no Baptiſm which is 
not Epiſcopal is Valid: 
Is it not then much ſafer to make ſure of 
our Bapti/m by, at leaſt the Hypothetick Form, 
adminiſtred by an Epiſcopal Miniſter, than to 
run the riſque of not being baptized accordi 
to CHRIST's Inſtitution, by a neglect of it. 
For 


a. — a 


| 616) | 
For the greateſt Advocates for Lay-Baptiſin 
cannot honeſtly fay, that being 4aprized by 
this Form is either unlawful, unſafe, ſinful, or 
a D:iſqualification for Holy Orders at any rate, 
and we ſay that Unauthorized or Lay-Baptiſm, 
more eſpecially Anti-Epiſcopal Baptiſin is not 
Valid; and that no Unbaptized Man ought to 
be admitted into Hoh- Orders. | 
IT will be very charitable in your Grace to 
ie Anſwers to theſe Queries, for all they 
who have Doubts about the Contents of them, 
and who find the Ancients and the Moderns 
differ ſo very much in fact, upon this Head of 
Lay-Baptiſm and the Validity of it, can take 
no better Method to be duly informed con- 
cerning it, than by applying to your Grace, 
the Chief Biſhop of England, in whoſe Province 
they live, that you may inſtruct and inform 
them, and fatisfy their Scruples: For it is not 
every one's Talent to read and underſtand the 
Books in ſeveral Languages, which might ſet- 
tle their Minds in this Caſe. 
My Lord, I have heard it often affirmed by 
Men of Learning, and of no ſmall Figure in 
| the Church, That the Church of England has 
never yet thought fit to declare herſelf, nor to 
| make any Decree or Canon concerning the 
Validity or Invalidity of Lay-Baptiſin, but has 
left it open, which would in my Opinion, 
and in that of many more, be one way of 
declaring in favour of it, for thus I chuſe to 
think rather than that the Church of England 


had 


_ ( 17.) 
has Trimmed in this Point, But I humbly 
think they are very much miſtaken, who take 
upon them to affirm this, becauſe I find 
the contrary fairly proved by the learhed Doc- 
tor Gin (now the worthy Biſhop of London) 
in his valuable Codex Furis Ecclefiaftici Angli- 
cani, or the Statutes, Conſtitutions, Canons, Ru- 
bricks and Articles of the Church of England, 
&c. London 1713. Vol. I. Page 446. Cap. ix. 
where under the Head of Private Baptiſm in 
the Church of England 2 & 5 Edi. VI. after or- 
dering, in two Paragraphs, © That People 
„ ſhould be admoniſhed not to defer the Bap- 
e tiſm. of Children, and not to have it per- 
* formed at home, follows, | 
Fit LET them that be preſent, call up- 
© on God for his Grace, and ſay the Lord's 
“ Prayer, yf the tyme wyll ſuffre; and then 
one of them ſhall name the Chylde, and 
« dippe him in the Water, or powre Water 
upon him, ſaying theſe Words, 
*« Let them that be preſent. In the Ma- 
s nuſcript Copy of the Articles made in Con- 
* vocation Anno 1575. the Twelfth is, Item, 
* where ſome Ambiguity and Doubt hath ri- 
* ſen among divers, by what Perſons Private 
% Baptiſm is to be adminiſtred ; for as much 
© as by the Book of Common-Prayer allow'd 
* by the Statute, the Biſhop of the Dioceſe is 
. authorized to expound and reſolve all ſuch 
* Doubts as ſhall ariſe, concerning the manner 
how to underſtand and to execute the things 
WE contained 


« 18 ) 
te contained in the ſaid Book: It is now by 
de the ſaid Archbiſhops and Biſhops expounded 
* and reſolved, and every of them doth ex- 

* pound and reſolve, That the aid Private 
* Baptiſm in Caſe of Neceſſity, is only to be 
te miniſtred by a LawfuluMinifter or Deacon 
called to be ꝑreſent for that purpoſe, and by 
«< none other, And that every Biſhop in his 
* Dioceſe ſhall take Order, that this Expoſi- 
de tion of the ſaid Doubt ſhall be publiſhed in 
“ Writing, before the firſt day of May next 
* coming, in every Pariſh-Church of his Dio- 
« ceſe in this Province: And thereby all Per- 
« ſons ſhall be inhibited to intermeddle with 
* the miniſtring of Baptiſm privately, being 
no part of their Vocation,” .“. 

TEN follows, © N. I baptize thee, &c. 
Tux (as in the Office in the Common- 
Prayer-Book) . 

And let them not Doubt, c.“ 

* Tr1s Article was not publiſhed in the 
* printed Copy, but whecher on the ſame ac- 
* count that the 15th Article was left out 
& (viz. becauſe diſapproved by the Crown) 1 
ge cannot certainly tell; however the Ambigui- 
« ty remained till the Conference at Hampton- 
* Court, in which the King ſaid, that if Bap- 
« tiſm was termed private, becauſe any but 
* a jawful Miniſter might baptize, he utterly 
&« diſliked it, and the point was then debated, 
* which Debate ended in an Order to the 

1 « Biſhops 
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(19) 
te Biſhops to explain it ſo as to reſtrain it to a 
© lawful Miniſter, | As 
* ACCORDINGLY, in the Book of Com- 
te mon-Prayer which was ſet forth that ſame 
te Year, the Alteration was printed in the Ru- 
e brick as I have noted them before and o 
te ther Expreſſions in other Parts of the Ser- 
« vice, which ſeemed before to admit of Lay- 
* Baptiſm, were ſo turned as x preſly to ex- 
* clude it,” 
Tus I take to be a very ſtrong Declaration 
of the Church of England againſt Lay-Bap- 
tin; for by lawful Miniſter, here can be 
meant no other than one who has been Or- 
dained by a Biſbop, as appears by Query 7th; 
and even the Caſes, which by ſome are called 
Caſes of Neceſſity, are all here expreſly excluded 
both by the Church, by the King, and by the 
Parliament. And ſo it continues to this Day, 
although ſome overlook it, ſome will not ſee it, 
and others are ſo attached to the Doctrine of the 
Validity of Lay-Baptiſin, that they make no 
ſcruple to oppoſe their Mother the Church of 
England, with her Decrees and Canons, and the 
Cruil Powers alſo of King and Parliument. 
AND this aſcertains the meaning of theſe 
Words [LawruL MinisTER] in the third 
Rubrick, of Private Baptiſm of Children in 
Houſes; and alſo of the meaning of the 
Word [LawFvuL] in the ſixth Rubrick of that 
Office, where it is applyed both to the Minter 
as in the third Rubrick, and alſo to the Matter, 
© -Þ and 


ö 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


. nat ( 20 0) 
and to the. Words, by which the Child was 
baptized, where I think it is plain that By whom 


-— ni:—2—j—— 


vas, this Child baptized? relates to the lawful 


M. miſter ; and with what Matter and with 
what Words was this Child baptized? The Word 


[Laws LL] relates to the Matter and Form. 


Bur farther, my Lord, your Grace muſt 
certainly know that — * enten have now, 
for many . conſtfuctẽd the Lenity of the 
Government, if ſuſpending the Exscitien of 
the Penal Laus againſt them, not only as a 
Toleration, which in effect it is, but alſo as 
that which ſets them upon a Level with the 
Regular Clergy of the Church of England, in all 
reſpeCts, except that one, of their being capable 
of getting into Livings, to procure which Ca- 


| pacity, they have long had many Irons in the 


fire; and yet in their Endeavours, they ſtrive to 
bring the Church of England down to their 


Standard, to their Terms, in hopes of. their 
being as capable by Law of enjoying Livings, 


as are thoſe who are'ordained by Biſhops. And 
the truth is, if their Adminiſtrations be as ef- 
fectual, in the Sight of God, as are thoſe of 
the Epiſcopally Ordained Clrgy, I know no 
reaſon why they ſhould not be freely admitted 
to equal Privileges with them. 

Tu Is is what they have been long endea- 
vouring to come at, and they have had ſome 
Biſhops, and ſome Archbiſhops, particularly ſince 
the Revolution in 1688. to aſſiſt them moſt 


ſtrenuouſly in this; which is very apparent 
from 


(: 21 * 
from what was done by Pn es 1 of your 
Grace's Predeceſſor Archbiſhop Tillotſon. in, the 
Year 168g. an Account of which 1 had giyen 
me in Writing by a Clergyman who had it at 
Lambeth, where he on was, as follows. 1 * 
| 1689. 

4 « AN Account of the N of tho 
Conimiſſion repare Matters for the 
« approaching Df tion. „ 
« Tax Committee bei t in the Feru- 
ce /alem-Chamber, a Diſp ute. nd about the 
Authority and Lega gliy of the Court (the 
« Biſhop of Rocheſter, although he had ſo — 
ly acted in an illegal one, bein "ns that 
« queſtioned-it,) The Grounds of this Scruple 
<« were the Obligations the Clergy lay under 
« -by Act of Parliament of King == VIII. 
* not to enter. into any Debates about making 
« any Alterations i in Church-Affairs without 
« the King's ſpecial and immediate Privacy: 
« and Direction firſt given concerning ſuch 
« Alterations, r was anſwered, that That muſt 
« be done, either by an Act of the King's 
«© own Judgment, or by a private Cabal (both 
« which ways. would be very exceptionable) 
ce or elſe by his Majeſties Commiffion to a 
certain Number of Eccleſiaſticks, to conſult 
e about and prepare what was neceſſary to be 


A 
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« altered, as it was in the preſent Caſe. 
« For moreover the Commiſſioners pre- 
« tended not. to make theſe Alterations ob- 


<< ligatory, 


*** 


« Iigatory, by virtue of a Law, but only t6 

yet them ready to lay before the Convoca- 
« tion, the very Reports being not ſo much as 
te to be referred to the Privy-Council, left 
e they might be ſubje& to be canvaſſed and 
” — Lay-hands. However the Bi- 
« ſho incheſter and Rocheſter, D 
«an; Dr. tk ge withdtew & tisfie 
tc the reſt after a iſt of all that ſeemed fit to 
« be changed, was read over, — very 
© unanimouſly and without Heats in deter- 
' © mining as follows, (each Article as ſoon as 


agreed on, being figned by the Biſhop of 5 


« London, ) viz. 

nnr chadnticg of Divine Ser- 
t vice in Cathedral Churches ſhall be laid a- 
« ſide, that the whole may be rendered in- 
2 telligible to the Common People. 


2. THAT befides the Pſalms being read 


« in their Courſe as before, ſome proper and 
9 Wveuß ones be ſelected for Sundays. 

% 3. THAT the Apocryphal Leſſons, and 
* thoſe of the Old- Teſtament which are too 
e Natural, be thrown out, and others appoint- 
« ed in their ſtead by a new Calendar, which 


« is already fully ſettled, and out of which 


* are omitted all the Legendary Saints days, 
« and others, not directly referred to in the 
_e Service-Book. 

. THAT not to ſend the Vulgar to 
- * the Canons, which few of them ever 


x aw. © a Rubrick be made — forth the 
8 Uſefulneſs 


5 
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f* Uſefulneſs of the Croſs in Baptiſm, not as 
an Eſſential part of that Sacramenſ but only 
* a fit and decent Ceremony; however if any 
_.* do after all, in Conſcience ſcrupkè at it ſhall 

*. be.atnaitted 'b the Prieſt. c 

| Tra'T" iſe if ny refuſe to re- 
elde the Sacrament of 


« their Pews, 
* 6, THAT a Rubrick be made, declaring 
e the Intention of the Lent-Faſt to conſiſt 


* only in extraordinary Acts of Devotion, and 


0 not in Diſtinction of Meats, 
. AND another to ſtate the meaning of 

Fc Pn pa and Ember-Weeks, and 
„ appoint that thoſe Ordained within the 
% Quatuor Tempora do exerciſe ſtrict Devo- 
tion. 

„ 8. THAT the Rubrick which obliges 
«© Miniſters to read or hear Common-Prayer 
* publickly or privately every day, be changed 
* to an Exhortation to the People to frequent 
* thoſe Prayers. 

9. THAT the Abſolution in Morning and 
« Evening Prayer may be read by a Deacon, 
e the Word Prieſt in the Rubrick being chan- 
« goed into Miniſter, and that thoſe Words Ab- 
ys ſolution and Remiſſon be put out, as not be- 
« ing very intelligible, 


*« 10, THAT the Ghria Patri, &c. ſhall 


not be EI at the end of every Pſalm, 
oy « but 


Lord's Supper 
« kneeling, it may be adminiſtred to them in 


4 * 


N 
| 


——— 


——— 2 — 


Lo = ”— — - * 


— ———— — - — 
— _ 


I * — x kg 2 * * 
: — P ß ̃ ͤXCu ˙ . Oe —ꝙ—;— —— —— ä — — — — — — - 
. > mo 2 — — = - 2 — ' — 
— — — — _ — — —— N — = 


% 
— ᷣͤ˙Xꝛ8J —_— — — — —— 
— 2. . 
— — * — — 


„ 


ns ang nly 


. "where " 97 oy in Sacris, 
„ 12. THE « ade ſhall be changed into 
the 128 Pſalm, and other Palms likewiſe 
* appointed for the Benedictus and Nunc Di- 
mittis. 4 
« 13. TNE verſicle after the Lord's-Prayer, 
c. ſhall be read kneeling, to avoid the Trou- 
ble and Inconveniencies of fo often varying 
Poſtures in Worſhip. 


in our time O Lord, ſhall follow an Anſwer 
promiſſory of ſomewhat on the People's 
part of keeping God's Law, or the like, the 
« old Reſponſe being grounded on the Predeſ- 

tinating Doctrine taken in too ſtrict an Ac- 
ce ceptation, 

4 15 ALL High Titles or Appellations of 
the King, Queen, &c. ſhall be left out of 
the Prayers, tuch as moſt //{u/tr:0us, Religi- 
Vl Mighty, &. and only the Word Sove- 
* reign retained for the King and Queen. 

„ 16. ThESE Words in the Prayer for the 
te King, Grant that he may vanquiſh and ouer- 
te come all his Enemies, as of too large an ex- 
te tent, if the King engage in an unjuſt War, 


9 ſhall be turned thus, Proſper all his righ- 
5 cecus 


1 all e for end and Evens 


* 72, AND after theſe Words, Give 3 | 


ä 0 25 * 
te genug Undertakings again Enemie 

i after ſome ſuch EE * is, 
ad a7 17 tt, as ee in the Prayer fe 


At 2 
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N 1 4 * Who art the * 
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Author 


of 4 Ms fe 
ct Lats of © 
ct 1 A. Li 
ce lete N ot | 
155 [Tick Prayer” Which begins, O God 
&« whoſe Nature and Property, — ſhall be 
e thrown out, as full of ſtrange and imper- 
© tinent Expreſſions, and beſides, not in the 


theſe Worts, the 


5 de 


* Original, ' but foiſted in lines by another 


« Hand. 

et rg. Up ip Collects fot the moſt part, or 
* to he changed for thoſe the Biſhop of Chi- 
te chefler has prepared, being a Review of the 
« Old Ones, with Enlargements to render 
ec them more ſenſible and affecting, and what 


« Expreſſions are needful fo to be Re- 


d elch 
« 20. Ir any Miniſter uſe the Sutplice: 


it the Biſhop, if the People defire it and the 


“Living will bear it, may fubſtitute one in 


* his place, that will Offiiire in it, but the 
15 whole thing is left to the” Diſcretion of the 

Biſhops. 
« —« 17 any be deſirous to have God. Fa- 
* thers and God-Mothers A and their 
OG * Children 
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Children preſented in their own Nates to 
in, it may be granted. 

ABOUT "ny thanaſian Creed, they 
at laſt to | has. Concluſion, that leſt 


« thefwholl 


ce ring the Curſes. denounced therein, not to 
e be reſtrained to every particular Article, but 
«« jntended againſt thoſe that deny the Sub- 
« ſtance of the C Chriſtian Religion in gene- 


cc ral. 
„ 23. WHETHER the Amendment of the 


« Tranſlation of the Reading Pſalms, (as they 
« are called) made by the Biſhop of St Aſaph, 
« and Dr. Kidder, or that in the Bible, ſhall 
« be inſerted in the Prayer-Book, is wholly 
« left to the Convocation to conſider of and 
0 Determine. 
24. Ix the Litany, Communion-Service, 
« Fc. are ſome Alterations made, as alſo in 
64 * the Canons, which I cannot yet learn fo 
rticular an Account of, as to give them 

4 you, with the reſt, as perhaps I may here- 
« after be able to do.” 

'Tx1s is a true Copy of the Paper the Gen- 
tleman gave me, and the Original is now be- 
fore me; but he died not long after he gave it 

me, ſo that J had no more from him. 

AND although it appears by theſe Proceed- 
ings of the then Commiſſioners, who ' were to 


prepare matters for the then approaching Con- 
2 vocation, 
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vocation, that the Affair of a Comprebenfior 
was puſhed as far as it could well bear at Hat 
time, yet for political, pretty obvious Reaſons, | 
it was then dropped, and did not agai ear „ 
aboveboard for ſome Years thereaftef. But ' 
there were. pot wanting, all that while ſeveral 


Men ofigh Change: jp. the Church, who [ 
being fully bent upon; Were aps pains, un- j 
derhand, to bring it to bear,” And ſome of 1 
theſe Men have owned their Attachment to it, | 
to myſelf, in Converſation; Dr. Patrick of 41 
Eli, in Particular. And Dr. Burnett of Salis- 4 
bury, every body knows was fond of it. As 7h 
was Sir William Daves Archbiſhop of Vork, [ | 


as appears from a Charge which he gave to his {#0 
Clergy at a Viſitation. I could name others | 
alſo, if it were neceflary. | 

Tuus it is evident, That a Scheme of a | 
Comprehenſion was deep Laid, and far Advanced, | 
eſpecially among the Biſbops, by which there | 
were to be very great Alterations in our Litur- 

; and I cannot help obſerving, That when 0 
they were reſolved to throw out ſome things FP 
which are Primitive, ſuch as the Croſi in B Flt 
tiſin, &c. and ſuch things as the Body of the 
People had a great Attachment to, and would 
be moſt unwilling to part with, then their Pre- 
tenſions to Devotion, and their Care of the 
People, run the Higheſt. And when they 
could not invent a popular Pretence for the 


throwing out ſome things, they left them to 
5 LX the 


of Charity, 


| ( 28 4 | 
| che Detecationion of the Biſhops, 3 they 


e ſure of, as in Article 19th and goth. 
WE VER, there are three Articles which 


I do hot pretend to except againſt ; theſe are 


the 18th, 16th, and 17th, But were 110 ee 
d 1 mmunt- 


| a Fi | may, — — Breach 
conclude, That they were not ſuch 
as would raiſe that Service nearer to the Pri- 


on Ser dice, 


miti ve Standard, or to that of Our Reformation, 


for Calvin and Ztuing lius were uppermoſt with 
them. Which ſhews, a great Truth, That 


the Church of England, i is not in near o much 


Danger from ber open Profeſt Enemies, as 
from her falſe Friends, more eſpecially from 
her Biſbops, when they prove to be Puritani- 


cal, Arian, Socinian, Injidels or 1 Some 
Inſtances of each of which have 
my own time; inſomuch, That if the Lower 


. Clergy had not withſtaod the Cancerted Mea- 
ſures of the Higher, the Church of Exgland, 
by this time, muſt have been — 8 Ac- 


ppened jn 


cording to the Plan of Geneva, ar even worſe 


than that, Bad as it is. 


AxorhER Attempt was made in favour 


of a ' Comprehenſion, by the Biſhops in the Can- 


vocation,” which Met in, 1712, xd endeavour- 
ing to get that Corvocation to declare in favour 


of Lay-Baptiſin, and for the Validity of the 


Adminiſtratious of both Foreign and Domeſtic 


Di vines who had never been Ordained by Bi- 
ſboßs: Epiſcopal Ordination bein g the. great 


Barrieg 


| ( 29 ) h. 
Barrier of the Church of England 
Sbiſinaticłs and Intruders. * 


T is appears from hence. 


e 23, die Mercur. Maijhg, 1712. 
Biſhops ſent down the 


ce  followta ons fer Ben over Houſe of Con- 


4 yocation. ; 
« FoR as much as ſundry Perſons have of 


** late by Preaching, Writing and Diſcourſe, 
" poſſeſſed the Minds of _ People in the 
* Communion of our Church, with Doubts 
and Scruples about the Validity of their 
** Baptiſm to their great Trouble and Dif- 
$ quiet. 

« We, the Prefident and Biſhops——of 
« the Province of Canterbury in Convocation 
cc aſſembled, have thought it incumbent on 
us, to declare, in Conformity with the Ju 
« ment and Practice of the Catholic C a 
„of Chriſt, as of the Church of England in 
cc particular, That ſuch Perſons as | wr al- 
* ready been Baptized, in or with Water, in 
* the Name of the Father, Son and Holy 
“ Ghoſt (although their Baptiſin was irregu- 
« lar, for want of a proper Adminiſtrator) 
cc ought not to be baptized again. This We 
« do to prevent, and (to uſe the Words of 
* Archbiſhop Whitgift on this very point) not 
'* to bring Confuſion into the Church (for 
i let Men take heed, that they uſurp not an 
Office whereunto they be not called, > 
od 


inſt all 


' 7 2 r LY 
— A Lett can, > = 
— 2 — L ———— 3dr. bo = 5 | © = => 
rr 
— — — — — — 5 


> ws Dar mw 


— ——_— —__———_—C ——_— 
— — —— — 
” wk. ut $a = 
— 


will call them to account for ſo doing) 
teach Truth, and to take a Yoak of 
« Difficulties from Men's Conſciences, and to 
« reſiſt an\Error not much differing from 
« Daenati/afand Anabaptiſm. 
-.'. Tx1s your Grace will eaſily percemep,us" 
molt, wonderful 1 — 8 d füll öf Contradic- 
tions; for theſe Right Reverend Prelates in it 
make the Adminiſtrations of thoſe very Men 
whoſe Adminiſtrations they look upon as Va- 
'bid, to be Uferpers, who muſt be called to ac- 
count by Gap. for their u/urping an Office, 
vVhereunto they are not called; and yet they 
-fay it differs little from Donatiſin and Anabap- 
tip, to call their Adminiſtrations in queſtion; 
and conſequgnyly, that the Adminiſtrations, at 
craft, the Baprimy of ſuch acknowledgedly 
 Ufurpers, have the ſame ſpiritual Effects as 
lure ho, gf the lawfully calcd, & rar 
; DZ ae: Y i. 


ITursz Bi/ops alſo aſſert, that this their 
maſt inconſiſtent Peclaratiop, is made in Con- 
formity with the Judgment and Practice of 
the Catholick Church of Cn g1sT : This they 
_ ought to have proved, and the direct contrary 
of this, as learned Men as ahy of them were, 
| bave maintained and ſolidly proved, to my Sa- 
7 tisſaction, and that of many more. f 
Tux as to what Conformity this their 
Declaration in, favour of Lay. Bapriſin, hath 
with the Church of England, in particular, 
your Grace need not to be told, after im 
hd what 


- 


* 
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what I have above tranſcribed from the Biſhop 


of London's Codex, &c. © 
Uyon the whole of theſe Alterat 


be aſked. 
Firſt, Ir ſuch Arai, to be made 
ch of Eng- 
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1270 been firſt — 
to know perfor 2 


it. hee regula 
way of. doing which, is y bringi he Ge: 
tion into a Convocation,” hefore [the Bi d 
prepared tach Alterations in her N a for 
her. 

Secondly, WN THER her true Sons do dif 
like her preſent Worſhip and Ceremonies? / 

Thirdly, Wu x TRHER the Biſhops who 4 
upon them to make theſe Alterations for her 
without conſulting her, had the Rule of her 
Reformation always in their view, That ſhe 


Ie 


might be brought to ſtill a nearer and more 


exact Conformity to the Primitive Apoſtolical 
Churcbes: Or, did they deſign to reform away 
all that is Primitive in her prefent Conſtitution 
and Worſhip ? | 

Bur if theſe Alteratians were defigned in 
favour of the 71 then it may ben aſked, 

Firſt, Dip theſe Bifhops know what will 
fatisfy the Difſenters? * ' © 

Secondly, Have the different Secs arid Com- 
munion EI Diſſenters come to ſuch an Agreement 


and cam amongſt themſelves, as to agree in 
what will latisfy all of them, fince r none 'of them 
ever 


# 
Z 
[ 


” 
as O24 


an Tb 
ever yet propoſed any Terms, of Union with | 
the DET of England? | * 


er 


Schiſmatical Preſbyters (ſo called) who can 
claim no Succgſion from any Apoſtalical Church, 
and who deſire none, will be willing to vacate 
their preſent, and ſubmit to — Ordina- 
tion according to Law and Canon | 
Fifthly, WHETHER if they do not thus 
ſabmit, the admitting of them would not be 
a Subverfion of the Conſtitution, not only of the 
Church of England, but alſo of the Catholick 
Church as far as we are able? 
| Laftly, WHETHER the true Sons, and other 
Members of the Church of England, ought not 
to be as tenderly regarded as Schiſinatical Diſ- 


ſenters, who agree amongſt themſelves in no- 


thing ſo much as in the Demolition of the 


. Church of England, as dire Experience hath 
Ay if theſe Altera 
vour of foreign Proteſtants, and to 


Alterations are deſigned in fa- 
| = them 
in Countenance, or with other political Views, 
ought it not to be conſidered, Whether we are 
obliged, 
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obliged in Charity to unchurch our ſelves by a 
Union with them ; and likewiſe, that none of 


them have any Succeſſion from any Apſtolical 
Church : Neither the French, Dutch, Geneva, 
nor any other of them, as themſelves do freely 
acknowledge, with the Conſequences of theſe 
things, . 

Bu r to go on: The lower Houſe of Convo- 
cation having on May 14.—* Received from 
<< their Lordihips (of the Upper Houſe) a Pa- 
te per relating to the Validity of Baptiſm ad- 
* miniſtred by unauthorized Perſons, did enter 
& into a Debate thereupon, and thought it no 
© wiſe proper to take into Conſideration the 
«© Matter of that Paper, during the fitting of 
<« this Convocation concurrently with the pre- 
© ſent Seſſion of Parliament, and have reſol- 
ce ved to lay before their Lordſhips, ſome of 
their Reaſons, for which they declined en- 
« tering into the Conſideration of the faid 
cc Paper. | 

% 1. BECAus the Validity of ſuch Bap- 
* iim, is a Point which the Catholick Church, 
% and the Church of England in particular, 
hath hitherto avoided to determine by any 
Synodical Declaration, (See the Citation 
from the Biſhop of London's Codex.) 

& 2,BECAUSE the Inconveniencies manifeſtly 
attending ſuch Determination, would in their 
humble Opinion, far outweigh the Conve- 
<© niencies propoſed by it, eſpecially at a time 
*© when the Authority of the Chriſtian Prieſt- 

F hood 
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«© hood is ſo openly ſtruck at by ſome: And 
« the Advantage of an Epiſcopal Miſſion, de- 
ce rivf by an undoubted Succeſſion from the 
« Apdaltles, is ſo undervalued by others. 

« 2#WERE it proper Synodically to con- 
« ſider and determine this Matter yet they 
« humbly conceive Tat nothing of this 
ce kind ought to he done, but in a full AG 
« ſembly of the Clergy, after due notice given 
© to all their Members, to attend and afford 
ce their Aſſiſtance on ſo important an Oc- 
e cafion, 

C THIS Paper was ſent up to the Biſhops. 
ce Seſs. 24. die Veneris Maij 23, 1712.” 

By this, your Grace may plainly ſee, That 
the B:/hops at that time were in the Intereſt of 
the Dzſſenters, and were carrying on the Com- 

| prehen/ion with all their Might, by endeavour- 
ing to procure a Synodical Determination in fa- 

vour of Lay-Baptiſm : Which if they had ob- 
tained, it is more than probable, that we 
ſhould have heard no more from any of their 
Lordſhips, of uſurping the Ofice of the Mi- 
niſtry without a Call, or that a Lay-Deſtina- 
tion would not have been in their Opinion, a 
ſufficient Call to the Miniſtry; for, in this 
Caſe, the very Men whom, for a Blind, I fear, 
they called Uſurpers, would have been Recti 
in Curia. 

Ir is alſo apparent from theſe Papers, that 
the Lower Houſe of Convocation made a noble 


ſtand againſt that very Comprebenſion, which 
I 2 | the 
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the then Biſbips were promoting, to the Ut- 
moſt of their Power, and which it is highly 
probable, their Lordſhips would not have at- | 
tempted, if they had not been very ſure that N 
this ſame Comprehenſion was very agreeable to 
the then Court: For their Loyalty to the then 
Court, was ſo 1 that they rarely adven- 
tured to diſpleaſe It, either in Parliament or 
in Convocation; which was being more Im- 
plicit than became the Character of good Pro- 
teſtant Biſhops of the Church of England, and 
a great Draw-back upon their Character, and 
for which their Memory is leſs admired by the 
true Sons of the Church of England, at this 
day. 6 
I MUST however acknowledge, That I think 
the firſt Reaſon given by the Lower Houſe of 
Convocation, is a very ſtrange one, particu- 
larly becauſe, as they were Clergymen of the 
Church of England, they ought to have 
known better, and that the Church of Eng- 
land in Conformity with the Catholick Church 
in the early, purer Ages of it did not leave it 
open. But even this Blunder ſhews, That they 
were de ſirous to diſappoint the Puritanical 
Deſigns of the then Biſbops, by all means poſ- 
fible. | 

AnD, my Lord, there are ſeveral who do 
believe, That the Oppoſition then made to the 
Comprebenſion, by the Lower Houſe of Convoca- 
tion, and for which the then B:/hops were ſo 
zealous, 1s the Cauſe why the Convocation has 

F'2 not 


| (36) 
not been allowed to fit, now for ſeveral Years, 
becauſe the Government, prudently, foreſaw, 
That ſuch Qppo/itian as was then made, might 
breed ill Blood in the Subjects. But the Pre/- 
byterialls in Scatland have got the better, I 
do not ſay of the Miniſtry, but of the Church 
of England in this; For they are allowed their 
General Aſemblies of their Kirk yearly, and 
not without ſome Expence to the Crown. And 
although they have no Law for their Commi/- 
fon of the Kirk, Cloathed, as they term it, with 
Aſfembly Powers, by which they have ſeverely 
| perſecuted the Epiſcopa! Clergy and People 
there, ſince their Eſtabliſhment, yet they are 
in this Connived at, and they have Committed 
many Barbarities, too near of kin to the Po- 
piſb Inquiſition, impune. Whereas, if the Com- 
m:fjioner, who fits at their Head, do not allow 
them to appoint that Commiſſion, before the 
Aſſembly is Diſſolved by him, and which he 
may lawfully hinder them from doing, they 
have no right to St, nor Act, as they do, in 
the Intervals of their General Aſemblies, and 
which if he did not allow them to appoint, 
would make them more Tra#able, and would 
prevent their Oppreffons for the future. This 
the late Marquiſs of Lothian did in the Year 
1692. as I am told, for he Diffolved them 
before they could get their Commiſſion Appoint- 
ed, and he had thanks from King W:lham, 
whoſe Commzrfioner he then was, for this, and 
who ſaid, that the Marquiſi was a very fit Perſon 
| to 
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to Repreſent him, for he acted Prudently and 
Judiciouſly, and according to his Mind. Upon 
their Eſtabliſhment, which was only upon the kj 
Inclination of the People in 1688, the Sting 1 
of their Excommunications, which formerly |: F 
reached to Peoples Eftates, was taken away, 
as propos'd by the then Lord Viſcount Tarbat; 
and if their Commiſſion were not Connived at, 
They would become very Tame. | 

Is it not very Strange and Unaccountable 
then, my Lord, That Biſbops of the Church 
of England; ſhould act ſo much out of Cha- 
rafter, as to exert themſelves to the utmoſt of 
their Power and Intereſt, to Leve/and Degrade 
the Church of England, down to the Plan 
of Geneva, or the Scotch Kirk, by a Union 
with theſe Vucommiſſioned Uſurpers of the Prieſt= 
hood, who are, by Principle ſuch mortal Ene- 
mies to the Epiſcopal Order? 

Ap beg leave, farther, to obſerve to Your 
Grace, That all the Steps which were then 
made towards a Comprehenſion, were all of 
them made, by Levelling the Church of Eng- 
land down to the Diſſenters. Whereas I ne- 
ver yet heard that the Diſſenters did riſe one 
Step towards the Epiſcopal Church of England: 
For although the Biſbops at that time, were ſo 
humble as to Deſcend to the Diſſenters, by ma- 
ny Unprimitive, and Unwarrantable Steps, 
yet the Diſſenters kept their Ground, kept 
Poſſeſſion of their Old fundamental Principle, 

both 
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both in Theory and Practice, Not to Vield a 
hair's breadth to the Church of England. 
I ALso beg that Your Grace will pleaſe 
likewiſe to obſerve, That all the Calvinifts a- 
broad, and all the Preſbyterians in Great-Bri- 
tain and Ireland, do Declare againſt Lay-Bap- 
tiſin, and allow none to adminiſter it amongſt 
them, but their own Teachers. However, in 
this, we who are of the Church of England, 
and who look upon Lay-Baptiſin as Invalid, 
Differ from them, That we look upon all their 
Teachers, who have not had Epiſcopal Ordina- 
tion, as meer Lay-Men, their Lay-Deſtinat ion, 
&c. notwithſtanding. But they believe them 
to be true Goſpel Miniſters. | | 
To prove that the Calviniſts abroad, and the 
Preſbyterians at home, are againſt Lay-Bap- 
ti ſin; I ſhall tranſcribe the Citations of a Di 
enting Teacher, for from ſuch I chuſe rather 
to do it, than from one who is Epiſcopal, be- 
cauſe it is a ſtronger Proof of what I Alledge. 
MasTER Jobn Quick, in his Introduction 
to his Synodicon in Gallia Reformata, or the 
udgment of the Reformed concerning Lay- 
Baptiſm, Collected and Compoſed out of Ori- 
ginal Manufcript Acts of the French Prote- 
ftant Synods, Page vi. Sect. ix. tells us, That 
their firſt National Synod was held in the City 
of Paris, Anno Dom. 1559. in Chap. XI. 
p. 54. Under the Title of Baptiſin, there is 
this Canon. CANON 1, Baptiſm TP 
| * 
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by an Unordained Perſon, is wholly Yoid and 
Null. | 

TE ſecond National Synod, which was 
held at Poictiers, Anno Dom. 1 560. Vol. I. 
Chap. VI. Article ii. p. 8. has this. 

WHAT is to be done in Caſe a Child has 
been Baptized by a Private Perſon? Anſwer, 
To avoid the Scandal given, and taken, there 
ſhall be Sermons preach'd, for the better Infor- 
mation of the People, who ſhall alſo be Ac- 
quainted with the Nullity of ſuch Baptiſms ; 
and that this may be imprinted upon their 
Hearts, the Child ſhall be brought publickly 
into the Church, there to Recerve true Bap- 


t1/m. 


Monſieur Le Bazlleur, Preſident. 
Monſieur Roland, Scrib. | 

THe Brethren of GENEVA“s Anſwer to a 
Letter concerning Lay-Baptiſin. 

„ ES CHSL 

We Miniſters and Doctors in the Church 
of Geneva, accompanied with our Brethren 
come from the National Synod of Lyons, being 
met together in the Name of Gop, af er 
that we had heard that Caſe of Conſcience pro- 
pounded to us, Whether Baptiſm adminiſtred 
by private Perſons, without Office in the Church 
of God, ought to be Reiterated or not, did Una- 
nimouſly declare this our Judgment, that 
ſuch Baptiſm did not in any wiſe agree with 
the Inſtitution of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 


therefore conſequently is of no Force, Power, 
Lali- 
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Validity or Effe&, and that the Child ought to 
be brought to the Church of Gop, there to 
be Baptized :' For to ſeparate the Miniftr ation 
of the Sacraments from the Paſtor's Office ; it 
is as if one ſhould tear out a Seal, to make 
Uſe of it without the Commiſſion; or Letters Pa- 
ftents to which it was Affixed. And in this 
Caſe, we muſt Practiſe that Rule of our Lord, 
What Gop hath joined together, Let no Man 
put aſunder. This for and in the Name of all 


the Aſembly. 
 Joun CaLvin. 


| ARTICLE III. 
Soy has told us by his Son's: own Word, 
who the Perſons are that ſhall adminiſter Bap- 
tiſin. 
; ARTICLE V. 
Lav-BaeT1sM] is a Counterfeit Baptiſm, 
a mere Mockery, a Profanation of the Sacra- 
ment; to whoſe firſt Inſtitution we muſt ſtrict- 
ly keep. We do not Reiterate Baptiſin, for the 


Pretended Baptiſm is utterly Unlawful ; yea, 


wholly Null. In ſhort, either Baptiſm is 
Unprofitable and Appointed to no purpoſe, or 
elſe it muſt be obſerved according to its Prim:- 
tive Inſtitution. 
| ARTICLE VI. 

LET no one adminiſter it, who hath no 
Call from Gop to do it, it is all one as if 
an Ape, as he that hath no Commiſſion to preach 
the Goſpel, did adminiſter it. 


AR- 
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252. R'TICAE:: VIE ©: 
Wr never did confeſs that the bare SprinÞ- 
ling of Water by one without a Call, or Office 
in W Church of Gop, was Baptiſin, or that 
it had its Evangelical Form there, where there 


was nO . Mainifter. _ 
ARTICLE IX... | 

Wr repute as Nall and Void this Spurious 
Baptiſin by Private and Uncommiſſionated Pers 
fons. And although we do not tie up the 
Grace of Gop, to the Hand of a poor Man; 
yet notwithſtanding that, Baptiſin, muſt be 
annexed to his Quality, or elle the Authority 


of Jeſus Chriſt, muſt be trampled under 


Foot, 
ARTICL E XI. 

Tur Lord Jeſus Chrift hath not rejected 
this Sacrament, tior wholly abandoned it to 
be diſpenſed by all Sorts of Perſons whatſoever, 
but he hath. Depoſited a Commiſion with his 
Miniſters, who are to Difpenſe it. 

ARTICLE XIII. 
 Tr1s Imaginary Baptiſm doth not in the 
leaſt S7gnify, or Seal our New Birth. 
ARTICLE XIV. 

Ir a Private Perſon; who hath no Call 
from Gop, ſhall of his own Will and Fancy 
Ujirp that Office, which doth not belong un- 
to him, his Baptiſin is but a mere piece of 
F. arcery, and therefore Null. 

ARTICLE XVI. 


Wr deny — That the Hand and Sign of 
: G our 
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our Lord Jeſus Chrift, will be owned in the 
Sprinkling of Water by a Perſon Uncall d and 
Uncommiſſioned by him. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

| Ws fay that Popiſh Baptiſm is Grounded 
upon the Inſtitution of Chriſt, becauſe the 
Prieſts, as perverſe as they are, and totally 
Corrupt, are yet the Ordinary Miniſters of that 
Church. | 

In another Article it is ſaid, THE 
Word Re-baptize is miſapplied, fince it was ne- 
ver queitioned but that ſuch an 750% Trick, 
as this Mock-Bapti/m, might be Reformed, 

Peter Virrett, Preſident of the Council. 

Tux firſt Synod of Rochel, Anno Dom. 157 1. 
Theodore de Beza, Miniſter of Geneva, 
wyuas Moderator. 
N. des Gallars, and De la Rougerage, Scribes. 
In Chap. vii. Article 17. Page 9, it is 
ſaid, That Bapti/m adminiſtred by a Perſon, 
who hath neither Call nor Commiſſion, is wholly 
Null and Void. 3 
TRE Synod of Gap, Anno Dom. 1603. 
WurexE, Monſieur Chamier was Preſident, 
Monſieur - Ferrier Aſſeſſor, Monſieur Vignier, 
and Monſieur Roy Scribes, Page 225, of the 
Synodicon, Vol. 1. 
In the vi Chap. Sect. 12. Page 23g, it is faid, 
Tx1s Caſe was propounded ; a Propoſant 
(ii. e. a Candidate for Orders) never Called nor Or- 
dained unto the Miniſtry, takes upon him to 
Baptizea Child, Is this Baptiſm Valid? This 
| Synod 


(43) 


Synod judgeth, That the Scandal given unto the 
People be. carefully taken away, and for as 
much as that Baptiſm is of no force, the Child 
ſhall be brought into the Church of Gop by true 
- Baptiſm, according to the Deciſion of the Sy- 
nod of Poitiers. 

THe third Synod of Roche] Anno Dom. 

1607. 
Mon Gur Beraut Moderator. 
Monſieur Merlin Aſſeſſor. 
Monſieur Andrew Rivet, and 
Monſieur Roy, Scribes. 

Vol. I. Chap. 1. Page 261, It is faidin 
Chap. v. Sect. 18. Page 272. The Deputies 
of Lower Languedoc moved this Caſe, Whether 
Perſons having, a long time, profeſſed the true 
Religion, and coming to Underſtand they were 
Baptized only by a Midwife, ought to be Re- 
baptized ? This Aſſembly judgeth, That th 
ought to be publickly Baptized in the Churc 
of Chriſt, according to the Hiſtitution of our 
Lord, by a Lawful Miniſter, their former Bap- 
 ti/m being wholly Null and Void, becauſe done 
by one, who had no Call unto that Office. 

By theſe Deciſions of the foreign Proteſtants, 
it plainly _ That in their National Sy- 
nods, they have from time to time, Declared, 
All Baptiſms to be Null and Void, which are not 
performed by ſuch, as they called Lauful Mi- 
niſters; and that they called ſuch Bapti/ms a 


Mackery, a Farce, and Apiſb Baptifms. 
G 2 IN 
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Iv the next place, here at home, That which 
the: Difenters call the Aſſembly of Divines, 


held in Meſtminſter, allowed no Baptiſm to be 


Valid, that was not performed by a Laueful 


-M; niſter ; this appears from their Director, 


and Confeſſion of Faith, 
 AnD Mr. Tho. Edwards, a rigid Preſbyterian 


Teacher, in his Gangrena, gives an Account 
of the many Heręſies and Schiſms which 
ſprung up after the Rebels had pulled down 
the Church of England : he ſays Page 24, Er- 
ror 106, That it is an Error, and true Ana- 
baptiſm for any to affirm, T! hat 0 be 
longs not to Miniſters only. 

AND Error 107. Baftizeareſs is not Eſſen- 
tial to the Baptizer, nor Eſſential to Preach- 


ing; ſo that Perſons not only not in Office, 
but not ſo much as Baprized, may both Bap- 


tige and Preach. 
I LEAVE the preſent Preſbyterians to recon- 


cile the Lay-Baptiſm for which they now ſo 
ſtrenuouſly plead, with the Synadical and A 


fembly Determinations of both Foreign and Do- 


meſtic Catvimfts and Presbyterians, whole Suc- 


ceſſors they are. 
Ap with their Dearly- beloved Brethren, the 


true- blue Covenanted Presbyterians of the Kirk 


of Scotland, who have long ago, and alſo ſince 
the Revolution, acknowledged the Confeflion, 

the Larger and Shorter Catechiſms of the We oft 
minſter Aſſembly. And as I am informed by 


an Act ot their Scotch General Aſſembly, have 
obli ged 
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obliged all their Teachers to Sign it, and in this 
their Confeſſion of Faith, Article 27, It is 
faid, That Baptiſm muſt be performed, In the 
Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, by a Minifter Lawfully Ordained. 

App to this, that all the Diſſenting Teachers 
in England, at this day, are obliged, and do 
ſ[ubſcribe to the 23d of the 39 Articles of the 
Church of England; for they are obliged to 
Subſcribe to all of them except the 34th, 3 5th, 
and 36th, by the Act of William and Mary, 
which they call the Act of Toleration, before 
they can hold forth in a Meeting-houſe, and 
this 23d Article plainly Declares, That 1 7s 
not Lawful for any Man to take upon him, the 
Office of publick Preaching, or minifiring the 
Sacraments in the Congregation, before he be 
lawfully calkd, and ſent, to execute the ſame. 

N o w by this it is obvious, that by theſe 
Words, lawfully Called and Sent, can be meant 
no other than an Epiſcopal Miſſion. And 
therefore they have concluded, That all and 
every other Miſſion, but what is Epiſcopal, muſt 
be Null and Void, in the ſenſe of the Law, which 
by their Subſcription they have acknowledged 
to be Juſt, or prove themſelves Diſſemblers and 
Hypocrites, and therefore alſo their pretended 
Baptiſins are Null and Void, and as being Lay- 
Bapti/ms, are Invalid, and ſhould be Reiterated 
by a Lawful Epiſcopal Miniſter: Which _ 
by the Synodical Determinations of their Fo- 


reign Brethren, cannot be called Rebaptization. 
b SEE 
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Sr the Senſe of the Church of England 
concerning Epr/copal Ordination in the Preface 
to the Offices of the Ordination of Deacons and 
Prieſts, and the Conſecration of Biſhops. 

Ap now, my Lord, this brings this whole 
Affair of Lay-Baptiſin to this Iſſue, Whether 
theſe Teachers, who have not been Ordained 
by Biſhops, are true Goſpel Miniſters, according 
to CHRIS T's Commiſion, given to his Apoſtles, 
and to be continued in a right Szcce/ton to the 
End of the World; or only Lay-men, their 
Deſtination, &c. as in Query 21, notwithſtand- 
ing. And this makes us, who believe theſe 
Teachers to be only Uſurpers, the more ſolici- 
tous to know your Grace's Sentiments, by un- 
ravelling the Difficulties which occur to us 
upon this Subject. 

Ap I think it is a remarkable Incident, 
That in the ſame Vear that Calvin made him- 
ſelf Pope of his Lay-Cardinals at Geneva, Igna- 
tus got himſelf made Superiour, of his own Or- 
der, the TFeſuits at Rome. This was Anno 
Dom. 1544. And theſe Jeſuits have ever 
ſince been the Fanigaries of the Papacy, and 
the Lay Elders the Janizaries of Presbytery. 
And by the United Malice of theſe two, juſt a 
hundred Years after was the Church of Eng- 
lang. overthrown and deſtroyed, Anno Dom. 
1641, So near of kin eee LAY and Cal. 
vin:/ts or Presbyterians, at leaſt in their Aver- 
ſion to Primitive Apoſtolical Epiſcopacy, and in 
their Politicks, &c. And it. is well * 
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that the Fe/urts were the Authors of the ſolemn |, 
League and Covenant, to which all true- blue 
Presbyterians in theſe Kingdoms adhere to this 
Day, when they dare own it. And the Raco- 
vian Independency, which was Nurſed and 
Supported by Oliver, is only a Spaum of 
Presbytery, as it is a Child of Popery, which 
can with great Eaſe, if it had a Mifid to do it, 
Deſtroy both Mother and Child, did not the 
Church of England ſtand in the Gap. For 
which, every one knows, how very Grateful 
all of them have been, and are to Her; and 
the Quakers were actually Founded by a Je- 
ſuit in the Year 1650, and conſequently are 
ſuch Friends to the Over-indulgent Church of 
England, as are the Jeſuits who founded them, 
by Commiſſion from the Pope, and his College 
de Propaganda fide. And in that very | Year 
was born the Reverend Mr. Charles Leſley, 
whom Gop was +pleaſed to make His Inſtru- 
ment, immediately and mediately of Convert- 
ing above 20,000 of them from Quateriſin, 
Arianiſin, and Socinianiſm. But to return, 

Tu us in effect the Members of the Church 
of England, who allow of Lay-Baptiſin, are 
the only Proteſtants of Note, who agree with 
the Papiſis in this Doctrine, (for I do not, in 
this Caſe, meddle with, or trouble myſclt a- 
bout, the Independents, Anabaptifts, or any of 
theſe other Scctarians, who ſprung out of the 
Calvuiniſis, as a Reform upon them.) Is it not 
ſtrange then, my Lord, That there ſhould be 
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found in the Church of England, Biſhips, 
Prieſts, Deacons, and Lay-men, who Coincide 
with Popery in this Doctrine, (from which we 
firſt had it here, and of which it is the Unre- 
formed Remains) more than either Ca/vini/f 
abroad, or Presbyterian at home ? 


Is this for our Honour, my Lord? Is Level- 


ing CyR1ST's Commiſſion to His Apoſtles, down 
to a Popular Call, is the allowing of an Un- 
warrantable Unprimitive Lay-De/tihation of 
Men to the Miniſtry, an 
ſtrations are Equal 4 
with thoſe who eflled of Gor as was 
Aaron, as were Succeſſors of the Apoſtles 
in the beginning, and who derive their Succeſſi- 
on from Ca RIsT and His Apoſt es, an approve- 
able Moderation? Are the Solemn Jnſtituti- 
ons of CHR1ST to give place to the Inventions 
of Men? Are Modern Notions to be preferred 
to Primitive Truths?  * 

_ TI caNnnorT help thinking that it is a m/- 
talen Charity in ſever of the Clergy of the 
Church of England, to give countenance to; 
and make Apologies for the Deſtinations, and 
as they call them Ordinations of foreign Di- 
vines; for whatever Apology or Excuſe _ be 
made for the firſt Reformers amongſt them 
from the Circumſtance of Time and State Af- 
fairs when they firſt began to reform; yet the 
Perſeverance of their Churches in the Abdica- 
tion of Epiſcopacy, conſidering that they have 


been long free from thoſe Difficulties, and _ 
N they 


Spiritual Effects, 


that their Admini- 
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they ealledNeeefities which are pleaded in their 
behalf yet it is certainly much more becomi 
the tre -Gbarity. of any Chriſtian Br/hop or 
Prieft earneſtly to beſeech them in the Spirit 
of Meekneſe, to return to that Form of Ec- 
clfigfical Polity which: Jesus CHRIST ap- 
ointed. by. Himſelf, and by the Direction of 
His HoLy SPIRI T, for the ſtanding unaliena- 5 
ble Government of His Church, than to ſooth 
them uꝑ in their Erryr; and deviſe Shifti, and 
as plaufible Argyments.as they can gpatriveia- 
gainſt the Authority and undaubred Practice of 
the whole Catbolich Church, to harden their 
Teachers and Magiſtrates in a Continuance of 
a ſinful Exorb:itance-which they ought to) re- 


dreſs. ELAN ag. 55 341014 Helo" 1 
Korab, Dathan and Abiram, who, with 


their Company were the: firſt Uſurpers of the 
Prigſtbood, had their Apology yery, ready to ſe- 


cond their, Claim, they pleaded Halingſi when 
they ſet-up againſt the Superiority of Ng 
and Aare upon the (now modiſh) Prineiple 
of Levelling and Diſobedience to their Sype- 
7107s, whom: God had ſet over them, Num. 
xvi. 8, Iam ſorry our D:ſenters do the ſame, 
and they call their Teachers Holy Men of Gop, 
yet Mill not allow even the Apoſtles to be cal- 
led Holy or Saints; and as 4 conſequence of 
their, pretended Holineſs, they make their Diſ- 
ciples believe, that their extemporary Prayers 
are given them bythe Inſpiration of the HoL v 
nos, and therefore to be preferred to the 
— he regular 
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regular well-digeſted ef Prayers of a whole 
Church, yet I never heard any of their pub- 
lick Prayers which did not make me think « a 
Liturgy abſolutely neceſſary. 

Crudele eft hic miſerecordem eſſe. 

Ir theſe things be agreeable to, or conſiſtent 
with* the noble Rule of our Reformation, I 
confeſs my ſelf, with many more, to be at a 
very great loſs, and ſhall be glad to be better 
informed and inſtructed. by your Grace, for 
whom I have a very great Honour. 

Axp I did ſincerely rejoice at your Promo- 
tion, becauſe you are a Believer, a Chriſtian, 
and acknowledgedly a learned Divine, (I with 
to Gop I had the ſame Reaſons to rejoice for 
ſeveral Promotions which have been made in 
the Church in my time.) 
© IT BLESs'/Gop for it, That T am far from 
being of a perſecuting Spirit, I am for making 
great Allowances for the Prejudices of Educa- 
tion, Sc. I do not grudge Diſenters their _ 
lerution, ſo far as Conſcience is concerned, 
vided they would be contented with that, Kr 
out endeavouring to undermine the Epiſcopal 
3 of England, by attempting to procure 

Civil Eftabli Foment to themſelves in oppoſi- 
tion to her, without graſping at Power and Pre- 
ferments; if thus they could be ſatisfied, and 
be eaſy, much Good may their Toleration do 
them: But at the ſame time, Iam ſtrongly at- 
tached to the Church of England, as reformed 
from Popery, and wiſh to fee the Reformation 

finiſhed 
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finiſhed and perfected upon the fame bottom, 
on which it was ſo judiciouſly founded ; for 
your Grace need not be told, though ſeveral 
who may * to read this Letter do, That 
the Rule of our Reformation was, the Holy 
Scriptures in the firſt place, and the agreeing 
| Sentiments and Practice of the early Fathers 
of the Chriſtian Church during the Æra of 
the Chariſinata, or of the Illumination of the 
Holy Spirit of Gop. This, my Lord, is my 
Standard, and from hence I flatter my ſelf that 
your Grace will vouchſafe to ſet me to rights 
if you think me in the wrong, as living in 
your Province, and J ſhall be very thankful 
for your Inſtructions, which I humbly claim 
and crave, That if I am in an Error about 
Lay-Baptiſm, I may be convinced by the So- 
lidity and Strength of your Grace's Reaſons, 
founded upon the above-mentioned Rule of 
our Reformation. And if your Grace do con- 
vince me, I ſhall publickly retract, and think 
it my honour to yield to -your ſuperior Judg- 
ment. 

I HEARTILY and ſincerely with your Grace 
a long Life and good Health, if it be the Will 
of Gop and the Apoſtolical wappnoie, that you 
may, agreeably to your high Station in the 
Church, confute and convince the Enemies of 
our Holy Religion, that they may be convert- 
ed, that their Eyes may be opened, that they 
may be turned from Darkneſs to Light, and 
from the Power of Satan unto Gop, 
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I Axto wiſh your Grace may live long e- 
nough to do much good to the Church, and 
to provide teaſonably and decently for your 
numerous Family, for I have not the leaſt 
Fear or Apprehenſion, that however long it 
pleaſe Gop that you live, of your dying ſcan- 
dalouſly rich, as did your immediate Prede- 
oeſſor, and as did his Predeceſſor Arbhbiſhop 
Temmſom , although he was a Man of great 
Learning, and had many great Objects of 
Charity in his Province, whom he did not re- 
lieve: While there are fo many Widows ahdOr- 
hans, and Clergymen, even in their Habit, daily 
gging in our Streets, as well as ſtarving at 
home; and fo many poor, but very induſtrious 
ains-taking Curutes in your Province, who are 
not allowed more than can juſt to keep Soul and 
Body together, while they who employ them 
are hving in Plenty, if not in Luxury, and go- 
ing about idle, if not worſe employed, in their 
Coaches, loaded 'with Pluralities, another of 
the unteformed Remains of proper Popery. 
F ET. * p . , NoR 
18 For be * | y belyed, if he did not die with a great 
Heard of Money in ſpetie under his Bed, it is ſaid about 30,000 /. 
However in this his Grace differed from other Hearders, for 
they are commonly ſo fearful of loſing their Pei, that they 
can hardly ſleep in quiet, whereas his Grace's Hoard proved 
an Opiate to him, for he ſleeped ſound when in Bed, and was 
not always awake when out of it. And I muſt fay, that if 
this be the true Meaning of -St, Luke xvi. 9.———-Make to your 
felves Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, that wvhin ye 
fail, they may receive you into everlaſting Habitations ; I knoiv 
none who have ſo good a Title to ſuch Friends as have the Mi- 
ers and Covetous, . 
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Non are theſe the only Grievances of which. 
ſo many do [moſt Juſtly Complain, even in 
Parliament, as Your Grace very well knows. 
And ſince the Clergy do not Love to have the 


Laicy Interpoſe in ſuch Caſes, were it not 
well then, if the Biſhops would: Reform (I do. 
= fay t eſtes but) their Courts; the 
Oppreſſions of which are the Scandalous Re- 
mains of proper Popery : And then they need 
not fear the Interpoſition of the Laity. But 
if they will not Reform 27 8 and Ger Cry- 
ing Grievances, they muſt expect that the 
Laity will do it for them, Sr or Later, 
but, perhaps, in a way not fo agrecable to the 
Clergy. . | 
I am for Reformation, but not for Demoli- 
Hon. The Star-Chamber was complained of 
as'a great Grievance; it was not Reformed, 
but Demoliſhed, and totally Supprefled : And 
the  Lay-Fudges were inveſted with all the 
Powers thereof, 'who if gar have a mind, 
may exert all the Poꝛers, which belonged to 
it, in as Arbitrary and Opproſſiue a 107818 as 
ever the Star- Chamber did: Which when 
they do not, they ſhew that they are more 
Moderate in the Exerciſe of theſe Powers, 
than were thoſe who were entruſted with 
theſe Powers before them ; and their Regard 
to Juſtice, and the Ve fare of Society. 
Bur if the Biſhops will Reform their own 
Courts, and the other Grievances complained 
of, themſelves, they may then Retain what is 
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Juſt, Good, and Right, and throw out what 
is Amiſe; and they may be ſure that they ſhall 


have the Aſſiſtance of the Laity, to lend 


them a helping hand in ſo good a Work, to 
prevent ſuch Abuſes for the future, by proper 
Penalties, &c. enacted by Law, Nor can 
this well be doubted of, ſince the Laity has 
. ſhewed a greater Diſpoſition, and Forwardneſs 
to Reform theſe Abuſes than even the Biſbops 
themſelves, hitherto. 

Ax p the Abuſe of Excommunication, can 
have no Apology, if we believe St. Paul, 1 Cor. 
v. 5, NorExtravagant Fees founded in Cove- 
touſneſs, nor the terrible Abuſe of Licences 
for Marriage, which too often has produced 

reat Confuſion in Families, and has joined 
thoſe together in Matrimony, who are within 
the Prohibited Degrees of Conſanguinity, &c. 
; AnD,I cannot help thinking, That a Cler- 
gyman's being poſſeſſed of Plurality of Liv- 
inge, upon each of which a Man may live 
Comfortably, while others are a Starving, is a 
Sort of Spiritual Polygamy, ſince in the Stile 
of the Ancients a Paſtor was ſaid to be Marri- 
ed to his Flock. Nor do I know any Reaſon 
why, by Analogy, to have a Second Flock ad- 
ded to a Firſt, is not as truly this Spiritual 
Polygamy, not Lawful now under the Goſpel 
no more than more Wives than one, as a Se- 
cond Biſhop in the fame Dioceſé, (whom St. Cy- 
prian calls Nullus,) is by the fame Ancients 
called an Adulterer. L 
N LL 
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Al. Good Men do expect of Your Grace, 
becauſe of your excellent CharaQter, of which 
You have been very much Longer in Poſſeſſion, 
than of Your high Station in which You 
now are, that You will heartily and in earneſt 
ſet about this noble and Religious Work of 
Reforming the Abuſes above mentioned, which 
will aggrandize Your Character, and make your 
Memory precious in all future Generations, 
for being the happy Inſtrument of bringing 
the Church of England up to the noble 
Standard of her Reformation, in ſo many Par- 
ticulars as ſhall prove thus to be Reformed. 

I am aware that it may be objected againſt 
the Biſbops Reforming the Abuſes of their own 
Courts, &c. That they have not Power to do 
it of themſelves without Licence from the 
Crown. And I ſhallallow the Validity of the 
Objection, as an Apology for their not Re- 
forming ſuch Abuffs, when they have ad- 
dreſſed the Croun, with due becoming Ear- 
neſtneſs, as they may, and are then refuſed 
Power to do it. They have the Privilege of 
addreſſing the Crown, and Parliament allo, as 
well as have other Subjects. And therefore, 
until they do, and are Ręfiiſed, the Neglect of 
ſuch a neceſſary Reformation, ſeems to lie at 
their Door, | 
I Have been very much encouraged to 
make this Application to Your Grace, upon 
the Subject of Lay-Baptiſin, becauſe of your 
Judicious Determination, when Biſhop of 
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Oxford, in the Caſe which - was bronght to 
Tou by the Reverend Mr. gl, w 0 af- 
ter that went to Georgia, who had made 
a Convert, of a Presbyterian, who could 
not be eaſy, nor fatisfy his Conſcience with- 
out being Bavriad by a Lawful Epiſcopal Mi- 
niſter. And Mr. Weſley Baptized him by the 
Hypothetic Form, withYour Grace's Approba- 
tion, and by your Direction, in Lincolꝝ Col- 
lege Chapel at Oxford ; and Your Grace con- 
firmed him afterward at Your then Palace of 
Cuddejden, which Your Grace certainly would 
not have done, if the Man had not been firſt 
Baptized by an 2 Miniſter. And I 
take this 52 orm of Baptiſm to be 
the very beſt Salvo, to prevent Diſputes, and 
at the ſame time to do the generally neceſſar 
Thing effectually: and at preſent I think 
CEE declines being Baptized by this 
Form, who has not been Baptized by a Lawful 
Epiſcopal Miniſter before, ſhews a Pride and 
Stubbornneſs, a Self-Sufficiency, &c. which 
are not good Qualifications for the Miniſtry. 
Ap until 1 be better informed, I cannot 
help thinking That the Br/9ps who do not 
enjoin it, and infiſt upon its being thus ad- 
miniſtred, in this Caſe, before Admiſſion 
into Hely Orders, are to blame, are Unpri- 
mitive, and act inconſiſtently with the Prin- 
ciples, the Decrees of the Church of England, 
and the Rule of our Reformation, 35 the 
+ abs 
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Laws of. the Land, and harden thoſe they 
Ordain in falſe Principles. 

FROM all which, Your Grace, I hope, 
will find it neceſſary to declare your Opinion 
in the Affair of Lay-Bapti/m, which if al- 
lowed to be Valid, may probably, in a few 
Years, ſupply us with a Bench of Biſbops, 
whoſe Bapti/m is declared not Valid by the 
Church of England, in Conformity with the 
Catholic Church of CHRIST, in the pureſt Ages 
of it, and to the Rule of our Reformation, and 
which owes its Eſtabliſhment to proper Po- 
pery. I beg leave to Conclude with this, That 
ſince there never was a Time from Adam to 
CHRIST, and indeed for 1 500 Years after, in 
which there were not ſome Men ſet apart by 
Gop's ſpecial Appointment to offic:ate as OH- 
cers in His Church, excluſive of all others, 
therefore it requires a very ſubſtantial and 
ſtrong Proof to ſhew that the Admini/trations 
of the Laity in any Religious Caſe, can be as 
Valid or Effeftual, as are thoſe of the proper 
Church Officers of Gop's own Appointment 
and Iuſtitution, now, or 10 binding upon Gon 


by Covenant, 
I am, My Lox, 
Though unknown to your Grace, 
Your Grace's moſt humble Servant, 
PHILALETHES. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
FF SHALL now lay before your Grace my 
Conjecture, for I call it no more, how Lay- 
Baptiſm came firſt to be thought of, or put in 
Practice, which I take to have been very ſoon 
after the failure of the Chariſinata, though it 
never had an Eſtabliſhment nor an Inſtitution, 
until the great Corruption of the Doctrines, 
Worſhip, &c. of the Primitive Church were fo 
Increaſed, That proper Popery was introduced 
and eſtabliſhed in the Weſtern Church. 

YouR Grace well knows, that during the 
Ara of the Chariſmata, the Extraordinary 
Gifts of the Ho.y GnosT, were then com- 
mon to both the Clergy and Laity, and when 
2 Clergyman was wanted, the way then was, 
to chuſe from amongſt the Laity ſuch Perſons 
as were of Good Report, and often, they who 
were poſſeſſed of one or more of theſe Extra- 
ordinary Gifts, were, for that Reaſon, prefer- 
red to any other, both from among the Laity, 
to the Lower Offices of the Miniſtry, and 
from them to the Higher. And although 
ſuch of the Laity, who were thus divinely in- 
ſpired, never did at all interfere with the Or-, 
dinary Miniſtry, for that had been Confuſion, 
yet I think it cannot well be denied, that 
ſome of them, as well as the Prophets under 
the Law, acted ſometimes by an Extraordinary 


 well-vouched Commiſſion, in ſome Caſes. 
This 
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This was the Caſe of Ananias with St. Paul, 
for I never read nor heard that Ananias was 
either Biſhop, Prieſt, or Deacon, yet ſome 1 
know have alledged that he was one of the Se- 
venty, but I think without ſufficient Authority. 
And it is highly probable, That ſeveral other 
Inſpired Lay- men, did act by Extraordinary 
Commiſſion, not only in working Miracles, 
but alſo as Miniſters, in the abſence of the Or- 
dinary Miniſters, in ſome Caſes, eſpecially 
when they could not poſſibly be come at, be- 
cauſe of Perſecution, Baniſhment, &c. and 
think it need not be doubted but that in ſeve- 
ral Caſes, ſuch as approaching Death, either 
Violent or Natural, ſuch extraordinary inſpired 
Officers, though only Lay-men, might have 
Extraordinary Commiſhons vouchſafed them, 
to ſupply the want of the Ordinary Miniſters, 
and particularly, That they did Baptize, in 
the Caſes abovementioned. 

Wu Corruptions got head, and that 
Primitive Purity was, in a manner loſt, 
which it was, when the Clergy became (to 
ſpeak it in the ſofteſt Terms) too Secular, 
when they came to be fond of Riches and Pore 
er, then the Clariſinata Ccaſed proportionably, 
until at laſt it became a rare thing to find ſuch 
Inſpired People, And theſe Corruptions, 
and the Failure of the Chariſiata, ſeemed 
to be finiſhed ſoon after the Empire became 
Chriſtian. Then the new Generation which 
ſprang up after this Failure of 1/ſiminatron, 
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might remember to have heard their Pa- 
rents tell, that either they themſelves, or 
ſome whom they knew, were Baptized by 
Lay-men; but might not perhaps, tell their 
Children, that chess Lay- men acted by an Ex- 
traordinary Commiſſion, or if they did tell 
them, yet the Children knowing nothing 
of the Chariſmata, which then had failed, 
might take it for granted that ſuch Baptiſms 
had been adminiſtred by mere Lay-men, upon 
Extraordinary Occaſions, without farther Ex- 
amination, or Scrutiny, and therefore might 
think themſelves ſafe, upon Extraordinary 
Occaſions ; ſuch as when a Lawful Ordinary 
Miniſter could not be had, or upon the Pro- 
ſpect of Immediate Death, if a mere Lay-man, 
without an Extraordinary Commiſſion, did 
Baptize their Children, and this Miſtake at 
length was Eſtabliſhed in, and by the Ro- 
mn Church; which found out es Rea- 
ſors for it, ſuited to ſome other of their 
Errors, 

Howrvrk, my Lord, J propoſe this only 
as a Conjecture, which ſcems probable to 
me, becauſe all the Errors that I know to 
be fuch, have Originated in Truths, of which 
they are the Perverſion ; and that not all on 
a Sudden, but Gradually, for Nemo fit re- 


2 nte Pei mus. 
St. IGN AT IVS, who flonriſhed Anno Dom. 


ICI, in his Epiſtle to the Smyrneans Saith. 
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« ALL of you follow your Biſhop, as IE- 
ce g0s CHRIST the FATHER, and the * 
« bytery as the Apoſtles, and reverence the 
& Deacons as the Command of Gop. Let 
e no Man do any thing of what belongs to 
« the Church, without the Bib. Let that 
*« Sacrament be looked upon to be Firm, and 
« ,Effectual, ſor Good] which is adminiſtred 
ce by the Biſbop, or Him to whom the Biſhop 
“ has committed it. Wherever the Biſhop is, 
ac there let the People be, as where CHRIST 
« is, there the Heavenly Hoſt is gathered to- 
te gether [wapioTnxey] It is not lawful with- 
© out the Biſhop, neither to baptize nor to 
ce conſecrate the Feaſt of Love. Of the ſame 
mind was Tertullian and St. Cyprian, and o- 
thers, as it were eaſy to ſhew. 

AND no body ſhould expect a Decree of 
Council againſt Lay-Baptiſin during the Ilu- 
minated Ages, for then there was no ſuch thing 

ractiſed without an extraordinary Commiſſion 
and after that failed, Corruptions came in a- 
pace. The Romans were long a conſiderable 
People before there was any Law amongſt them 
againſt Parricide, becauſe there was no ſuch 
thing committed amongſt them; and I cannot 
help thinking that the Teſtimony of ſo early 
and illuminated a Father as was St. Inatius, 
is preferable to the Decree of any Council after 
the Chari/mata had failed, or indeed aſter the 


firſt Council of Nice. A 


—— —— ——— — —— — — —_—_ „— 
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So — 
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A SHORT APENDIX, Hewing the 
Grounds of the Promotion of the 
o laſt Archbiſhops of Canterbury. 


Avix mentioned Archbiſhop Tenniſon 
and Archbiſhop /Yake in the foregoing 
Letter, I thins it is a piece of Juſtice owing 
to their Memory, to give the Reader a genu- 
ine Account of the grounds of their Promotion. 
That which follows of Dr. Tenniſon, J had 
from the good Counteſs of Derby, who was 
very deſervedly a great Favourite of Queen 
Mary, who had obtained a Promiſe of her 

Huſband King Milliam, that if ſhe ſhould 
happen to outlive Archbiſhop Tr/lotfon, he 
would allow her to name his Succeſſor. When 
Archbiſhop Til/otfon died, ſhe accordingly - 
claimed the Promiſe made her, and he aſked 
her who the had a mind to ſucceed Tillotſon; 
the anſwered Dr. $7:/[:ngfleet, No, faid he, I 
cannot allow of him, but I will give you your 
choice of two, Dr. Tenniſon, or your old Ac- 
quaintance Dr. Burnet. That is a very hard 
choice, ſiid ſhe, That I muſt either have a 
/ or a K—e. He anſwered, That his Af- 
fairs would not allow him to do otherwiſe. 
Then ſaid ſhe, if it muſt be fo, I had rather 
have a F—/ than a K—e, and accordingly Dr. 
Tenniſon was made Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 
Ix the next place, the ground of Archbiſhop 


IWaie's Promotion, I my (elf, and ſeveral o- 
| thers 


( 03) 
thers do know to be this. He was Chaplain to 
the Lord Viſcount Preſton, when Ambaſſador 

from King James II. to the French King, and 
begged leave of the Ambaſſador to make the 
Tour of France, which was granted him. 
During his Travels through that Kingdom, 
he pick'd up all the ſcandalous Stories he 
could meet with of Mens, Fryars and Nuns, 
to a conſiderable Number, and when he re- 
turned to England, he brought forth one of 
theſe Stories in every Sermon. This made 
him ſo very popular at that time, that I have 
known a Guinea given for one Seat in a Pew 
in Sf. Ann's Church, which was as full as it 
could hold when ever he preached, and I have 
ſeen the outſide of the Windows crouded with 
Mob, who only wanted to ſee him, and could 
not hear one Word; he huſbanded theſe Sto- 
ries ſo well, that they laſted till the Revolu- 
tion, when there was no further occaſion for 
them. The Merit of this was improved to 
his Advantage at the Ne- Court by his Friends, 
and then he was deſired as being a very leari.ed 
Man, which he certainly was, to write in fa- 
vour of the Regale, which he did firſt in the 
Year 1697, and continued the Controverſy 
for ſome Years after, againſt ſeveral learned 
Men, upon which he was made Biſhop of Lin- 
coln. When his firſt Book of the Regale came 
oO it, an old Acquaintance of his, a very learned 
Doctor of Divinity, made him a Viſit, and 
aſked him, how be who was ſo well acquaint- 


ed 
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ed with the Writings of the early Fathers of 
the Chriſtian Church, could write againſt what 
he very well knew was ſo oppoſite to their Sen- 
timents. He anſwered, that he only wrote 
according to the Laws of England, but not 
according to the Sentiments of Antiquity. This 
T had from the Gentleman himſelf who viſited 
Dr. Wake upon this occaſion. And at laſt his 
Merit advanced him to Canterbury, where he 
lived poorly and died rich, which to be ſure 
was never deſigned any Man ſhould be, by thoſe 


who endowed that See with ſo large a Revenue. 


AN p ſuch Grounds of Eccleſiaſtical Promo- 
tions were unknown to the primitive Chriſtians, 
and by the noble Rule of our Reformation 


_ ought to be ſo here. In thoſe bleſſed Days, 


Orthodoxy in Doctrine, Purity of Life, Charity, 


* with other Grfzs of Gop's HoLy SyiRiT, 


were the Qualifications required in the Clergy, 


and the Grounds of their Promotions. And thus 


it continued to be until the Empire became 
Chriſtian, that the Clergy became ambitious of 
Riches and temporal Power, which loſt them 
the Chariſmata, their Orthodoxy, &c. which 
Troduced a new and very bad fort of Chriſtia- 
nity, under the Direction of the Ant-chriftian 
Spirit, inſtead of the HoLy GrosrT, and this 
again in proceſs of time produced proper Po- 
pery.. . | 
Ay the ſame Spr:it fince the Reformation 
has produced Caluiniſin, with a long &c. of 
many Ins; infomuch that if St, Paul were to 
make the Earth a Viſit, I am afraid he . x 
fin 
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find but few, few whom he would ac- 


. 


knowledge to be his Diſciples; in Doctrine, 


Worſhip, Government and Diſcipline, ſo great is 
the Progreſs, of the Grand Apoftacy, which he 


Joretold, 2 Theſſ. ii. and which is ſtill upon 


the Increaſe. I pray God avert the fatal Con- 
ſequences of this Degeneracy, for the ſake of 
the Sox of his Love, JesUus CnR1sT, 'our 
Blefled Lord, Saviour, Advocate, and Redzem- 
er. Amen, Bb 

Bur although the Grand 4 begun ear- 
ly, and has been till e has made a 
conſiderable Progreſs, (even in my own time,) 
yet thanks be to Gop for it, every Age and 
Period has produced ſome good Men, both 
amongſt the Laity and Clergy who have 
Remonſtrated powerfully againſt the prevailing 
Iniquities of the times. Andalthough I am ſorry 
that I cannot Reckon the two above-mentione 
ed A-Bs in this Number, yet all are not equal- 
ly guilty; for ſome Biſhops there are, and 
have been even lately, who were far from be- 
ing Covetous or Ambitious, ſuch as Dr. Sharp, 
A-B. of York; for he told me himſelf at Bi- 


ſhopthorp, that he did not fave one Farthing of 


his Conſtant Yearly Revenue, and what he 
laid by for his Family, was only the Fines for 


| Leaſes which — — in his time. Theſe 


he allowed his Wife to diſpoſe of for the Uſe 
of their Children; yet he was ſo Hoſpitable, 
and gave ſo much in Corporal Charity, that, 


to my Knowledge, he often encroached _ 
this 


— 


7 
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hight _ Fund ; and died well beloved 
by both the Poor and the Rich, not only of his 


own Province, but of all who: were well ac- 


ted; with: him. He never refuſed to aſ- 


E730 at any whom he knew to be proper Objects, 

odr who were well recommended to him, to 
the utmoſt of his power. And he was par- 
ticularly Careful of the Clergy. under him, 


who had not a ſufficient Maiviznance, and 
who were not a few. * noble Pattern well 
worth Imitation. And yet his Revenue was 
but ſmall, conſidering the neceſſary Expences 
of his Poſt. 

Tur Memory of all thoſe Biſhops who 
have riſen fairly upon Merit, who es Up- 
rightly, Charitably, and as much as they 
may, Hoſpitably ; who are Orthodox in their 
Doctrine and Exemplary in their Lives, who 


are an Ornament to the Chutch, to chats Cha- 


racter and Profeſſion, who do their Duty, and 
in ſhort, who live as they ſhould, Vertuous, Ho- 
ly, Unblameable and Reſigned Lives, and die 
as they ought, will flouriſh and be much e- 
— and their Loſs lamented by all Good 
Men after they are gone. Pſalm xxxvii. 37. 
Wurkras the Memory of thoſe who are 
of the oppolite Character (Siſce their. Privilege 


of Scandalum Magnatum, their only Security 
While Living, is over) they muſt expect the re- 
verſe. for no body will then flatter them; there- 


fore Honeſty 1 is the beſt Policy. 
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